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MAIZEFORFEED & ENERGY WORKINGDOGS

A new high-yielding and early-maturing maize variety is set to be commercially
available to maize growers for the first time. Farmers Guardian reports.

New feed and
biogas variety
with early
maturity

fter two years of UK

trials, new maize varie-

ty Makayla is set to

launch onto the UK

market, thanks to a
partnership between seed breeder
Elsoms Seeds and agricultural
merchant Cropco.

The two companies, which previ-
ously collaborated on the marketing
and sales of hybrid wheat varieties
such as Hyking and Hyguardo, pre-
dict a strong future for Makayla
based on its strong agronomic traits
and an FAO maturity rating of 180,
according to Sam Poulton, maize
product manager at Cropco.

“We currently sell herbicides
and other inputs to many farmers
who grow maize, so we have a
strong customer base for quality
maize seed already in place. Recent
customer feedback also indicates a
growing demand for high yielding,
earlier maturing varieties that of-
ten better fit farm rotations, given
they are less likely to delay the es-
tablishment of following winter
wheat crops due to late harvesting.

“Later maturing varieties can
result in uncropped soil and are ata
much higher risk of soil erosion.

=

Maize harvests can also be delayed
following adverse weather that may
lead to unsuitable ground conditions,
so early maturing varieties specifical-
ly bred for UK conditions, such as
Makayla, can hold an advantage.”

Assessing Makayla’s key agro-
nomic qualities, Mr Poulton says
the variety shows good early vig-
our, excellent eyespot and fusari-
um resistance and a consistently
low lodging score.

“In my opinion it was the stand-
out variety across the three
main maize trials at Attleborough,
Lackham and Harper Adams last
year, and with an ideal feed value
for early silage plus an above aver-
age cu.mftonne dry matter in a
biogas situation it should appeal
to livestock farmers and those
growing for biogas production.

Confidence

“All maize varieties have different
sensitivities to herbicides so, in
order to give additional confidence
to the maize varieties we sell,
our long-term plan is to work with
Elsoms on a new series of agro-
chemical screening trials from
spring 2023, aimed at helping
growers and advisers make a more
informed choice on maize varieties.
This type of information is not
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Makayla shows good early vigour,
excellent eyespot and fusarium
resistance and a consistently low
lodging score, says Sam Poulton.
-

currently available to most UK
maize growers,” he adds.

Elsoms energy and forage crop
manager Henrietta Wells also
predicts a promising future for the
new variety.

“The variety averaged 58t/hec-
tare fresh weight across all three of
the official Descriptive List trial
sites last year. It also recorded an
above average percentage control
score for dry matter yields over the
control - a competitor variety that
had an FAO maturity of 210. The
average score was 109 per cent
across the three locations.

“With high yields and fast develop-

.

ment, this variety also has a very good
stay green score that secures the
silage harvest date for farmers and
the quality of conservation on thesilo.
With a growing maize portfolio, we
are investing in providing an exten-
sive trialling network to offer valuable
information to both merchant cus-
tomers and farmers and we see
additional future benefits for growers
in our partnership with Cropco.

“We have seen huge benefits
from increased trial work and this
has inevitably added value of com-
mercial use to our maize lines.
With the addition of Makayla, we
now have a comprehensive maize
portfolio offering a range of FAOs
from 180-230 to suit every maize
growing situation.”
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Win for Jim Scrivin and Kim

» Concluding trial of
season for Yorkshire

England: Elaine Hill

JIM Serivinand Mynach Kim cleaned
up at Yorkshire's concluding trial of
the season held on Saturday, Febru-
ary12, near Summerfield, Harrogate.

Set over a pasture which sloped
gently downhill from left to right, the
course was gathered left-handed,
where the dogs covered the holding
penbyall but one.

The Texel crosses were manage-
able but touchy, responding best to
those dogs that handled them quietly.

Charles Cutler judged the trial
entry of 39 along with the concluding
championship with seven qualifiers.

Withrun 10, William Belland Joe had
a clean start before eight points went
for deviations of line over the course.

Atthe pen the sheep could be tricky
and needed to be putin. Joe lost three
penning points, giving a score of
79 which took and held the lead until
Jim and Kim (D. Davies’ Lassie and
Erin Joe) ran at 25,

Kim also had a clean start before
three points were lost for line down
the fetch.

Over the left-hand drive she kept
her sheep settled and steady, drop-
ping just three points throughout.

Finishing with a clean pen gave her
aclear win with a score of 84 points.

In the championship the drive was
changed to right-handed and there
was a splitafter the pen.

Shirley Barcroft and Ingleborough
Dale were drawn to run third.

Dale had an unsettled start as he
overshot his sheep and they lifted
sharply up the hill.

Two hoggs slipped round the fetch
obstacle but they settled as they went
into the first leg of the drive and
caught the obstacle nicely.

Dale missed the last hurdle which
was difficult to judge and made more
so as the sheep picked up speed over
the cross-drive. At hand breaks at the
pen cost six points and with two going
at the split, Shirley and Dale set the
standard with 72 points.

Jim and Kim ran next. Jim stopped
Kim short to prevent the hoggs from
taking off up the hill, however, having
a sharp lift she lost two points.

The black and white bitch had an
excellent fetch and kept a good line
down the firstleg of the drive.

She was slightly off-line over the
cross-drive and slipped her sheep
around the far side of that deceptive
last obstacle. Ten points were
deducted from her driving.

Onthereturn to the pen one sheep
tried to break in the direction of the
exhaust pen butspeedy little Kim was
sharp to cover her.

Mark Arres’ Midge takes edge at Springhill

GOOD work at hand gave Mark
Arres’ Midge the edge at Springhill,
on a wet and windy day.

The Blackface hoggsranwell ona
course rising from right to left, but
they were tricky to pen and shed.

Midge ran out nicely and lifted
her sheep.

The hoggs were slightly off line
on the fetch, so Midge stayed on the
topside to keep from running uphill
and she put them through the gate.

She turned them neatly and
made a good line on the first leg of
the drive.

Astheyreached the gate,amomen-
tary lapse saw them miss the gate.

The cross-drive went better and
the hoggs went through that gate
and made a good return.

Midge stopped two hoggs think-

Danny Mitchell’s Skye topped
the list at two Stranraer trials.

Lively Bluefaced Leicester hoggs
ranona flat field, with the wind and
rain blowing off the Irish Sea onto
the handler’s face at the first trial.

Difficult

Skye ran out perfectly to her sheep,
but she was slow to lift and let them
go off line on the fetch. The drive
was difficult, but a clean pen and
shed put her well ahead.

Fresh BF hoggs running on an
uphill course raised the standard of
work for the second trial, but Skye
stayed ahead.

She ran out behind her sheep
and went out of sight for a short
time, but came in and lifted a little
off line, which impacted on the

good shed completed her second
winning run of the day.

Scottish results

KNOCKNAGAEL (Judge, E. MacKinnon, Coulags)
Nursery (30 ran), 1, M.C. Shearsr (Wastfiald)

Cap, 88: 2, J. Grant (Dunbeath) Meg. 80; 3, J.
Grant, Pat, 79; 4, G. Simpsen (Forgue) Luna, 78;

5, H. Johnstone (Fyvie) Shep, 75; 8, V. Shaarar
(Westfield) Misty, 73.

HUNTERSTON (F. Shannan, Barr) Open (40 ran), 1,
C. Toner (Drimsynie) Niro Mace, 85; 2, A. McCulloch
Dalmalington) Sam, 83; 3, C. Toner, Niro Sue, 73;

4, N. Gilen (Barr) Boss, 72 Outbye; S, S.L. Davidson
(Sandbank) Mald, 72: 8, J, Henderson (Fairke) Vic, 70,
SPRINGHILL (M. Davidsen, Libumn) Nursery (T
ran), 1, M. Arres (Drydan) Midgs, 83: 2, LM, Brownlle
(Deuchrie) Don, 82; 3, LM. Browniie, Jil, 81: 4,

C. Dickson (Coldingham) Alfie, 75; 5, 1. Robinson
(Coldingham) Tweed, 70; 6, A. Dickman (Oxton) Glen,
84, Nowics, 1, D. MacLaan (Lorgformacus) Rede, 60;
2, E. Runciman (Lauder) Kim, 52.

BEOCH, STRANRAER | (W. Welsh, Dalcairney)
Nursery (T ran), 1, D. Mitchall (New Luce) Skye, 76;
2, S. McCrindle (Stanraer) Tess, 70; 3, J. Paterson
{Kirkcowan) Scalpsle Ray, 54; 4, A, Stewart
(Lockerbie) Niro Jet, 50; 5, D. Porter (Stranraer)
Fern, 47; 6, C. Caygll (Whinnylggate) Stan, 44,
BEOCH, STRANRAER Il (C. Darwern, Dumfries
House) Nursery (11 ran) 1, 0 Mechall Siys, 86: 2

ENGLAND

Fobruary 19, HOLME, Nursary with
champlanship, Clough Haad, Grane Road,
Haslingden, BB4 4AT, Sam start, enter on fiekd.

entar on field, mora than ona dog first to be
bocked in before Rpm.
February 20. NORTHERN, Nursery, novice and

HEAD, Open, Clough Head. Grane Road,
Haslingdan, BB4 44T, Sam start, antar on fiekd,

This same sheep tried to break
again twice before they all went into
the pen where three points were lost.

Atthesplit the sheep stuck togeth-
er until an opportunity eventually
arose and Kim came in and held the
two. Losing one point at the shed,
Jim and Kim’s score of 84 gave them
their second clear win of the day.

English results

'YORKSHIRE, Summaerbridga, Hi (C. Cutler,
) Nursery (39 ran), 1, J. Serivin (Elsiack) Mynach
Kim, 84: 2, W. Bel (Earby) Joe, 79: 3, C. Kempson
(Coupe) Flo, 78; 4, |, Ibbotson (Dakworth) Bob, 77 OLF;
5, P. Simpson (Dacre) Heyshaw Belle, 7. 6, Thomas
{Q Castor, 76. Championshi

Lorgs o
ran). 1. J, Serivin, Mynach Kim, 84; 2. S. Barcroft
{Haslingden) Ingleborough Dale, 72; 3, I. Ibbotson, Bob,
70. Henry Stott cup for highest painted committee
member at Yorkshire trials and Tom Pighilis Cup for
championship winner, J. Scrivin, Mynach Kim.
RYEDALE, Glebe Farm, Westgste Carr Road,
Pickaring (T. Ball. Salby) Nursery (25 ran), 1, A.

Wikinson (Thurgoland) Ingleborough Uiz, 98; 2,

J. Goulder (Pickering) Tweeddale Kep, 80; 3, S.
Wikinson (Thurgoland) Mag, 70: 4, T. Bannatt
{(Makon) Elan Vannin Kay, €8 5, S, Beaton (Nun
Appleton) Heyshaw Pete, 64; 6, C. Townson
(Oakworth) Jan, 63,

SOUTH EAST Wintar Saries, Shabdan Park Farm,
High Road, Chipstead (A. Jackman, Brockham) Nursery
Championship, 1, M. Dubencva (Brecen) Elin, 83;2, M.
Banham (Chipstead) Madog Bachw, 77: 3, L Whesler (sl
of Wight) Adge, 63. Novice championship, 1, H. Lauder
(Lynstec) Jake, 72 2, J. Parkar (Salisbury) Jet, 65: 3, L
Whaslar, Jock, 58, Nursery aggregates, 1, M. Banham,
Madog Bedw:; 2, John Marsh (Golden Cross) Fouridge
Det: 3, R. Mocre (Ditchiing) Cled. Novice sgregates,

1, H. Lauder, Jaka: 2, |. Whaaler, Jock: 3, P. Mayhaw
(Cross-in-Hand) Cain.

EAST ANGLIAN, Scuth Lopham, Botesdale (0.
Jenkins, Shadwel) Cradle championship (8 ran), 1, K.
Parry (Dereham) May, 56; 2, G. Gowsr (Canterbury)
Jim, 55. Nursary championship (13 ran), 1, S. Mynard
(Thrapston) Skye, 81 2, A. Davies (Brynegiwys)
Egiwys lzzy, 83, Navica championship (7 ran), 1, E.
Street (Sudbury) Bob, 93; 2, L. Hogg (Occold) Jake,
88, Sponsored by Andrew Maskary Assoclates,
NORTHERN, Staintan, Downholme, Co Durham (C.
Cutier) Nursery (21 ran), 1 R. Mitchesen (Belsay)
Belle, 75; 2, A. Grant (Ripon) Nell, 72: 3, R. Hutchinscn
(Bowes) Taff, 62: 4, F. Nobie (Brough) Tutan, 61 5, B,
Bell (Hamsterley) Ace, 60; 6, L. Morland (Hamsterley)
Bear, 55. Nowice, 1, A Hunter (Redmire) Maha Sid,

77: 2. ). Howas (Hamsteriey) Holystona Kate, 70; 3,

S. Ledger (Middiesmoor) Tilly, 68. New handler, 1, J.
Tourish (Barmard Castie) Tara, 54.

MORETON, Station Farm, Broughton Astlay,
Leicestershire (B. Sith, Harberough Magna)
Nursary (18 ran), 1, A. Blackmore (Ladbury)

Mic, 90; 2. S. Danek (Alvachurch) Danek. 81

OLF; 3, P. Johnsan (Burton on Trant) Jake, B1.

" 1A 8 San, 74:2

green score
HENRIETTA WELLS

ing of breaking, before they moved
off and finished the winning run
with a good shed.

start of her fetch.
Her drive was exceptionally
good and a clean pen followed. A

J. McGowan (Portpatrick) Gyp, 82; 3, S. McCrindle,
Tass, 73; 4, C. Armstrong (Archbank) Isla, 72; 5,

A. Stewart, Niro Jet, 67; 8, J. Paterson, Scalpsie
Roy, 68

R. Curs (Alvechurch) Bet, 6% 3, R. Curs, Peg, B4,
Sweapstake (13 ran), 1, R, Curtis (Grantham) Netta,
87, 2, C. Townson (Oskworth) Nell, 82; 3, C. Mellin

{Qakworth) Moor Lodge Ben, 80,
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